
The	Crafted	Newsletter
Learning	new	skills

	

A	Trio	of	Workshops
One	 the	 things	 I	 love	 about	 attending	 events	 like	 the	 Knitting	 &
Crochet	Guild	convention	and	following	local	yarn	shop	communities
is	the	opportunity	for	workshops	that	often	comes	along	with	them.	I
thought	I'd	spend	this	newsletter	sharing	about	my	recent	workshop
experiences!
	
First	up,	back	to	the	KCG	convention	of	several	weeks	ago.	We	could
choose	two	workshops	to	take	as	part	of	the	event,	one	on	Saturday
afternoon	 and	 one	 on	 Sunday	 morning.	 I	 spent	 some	 time
deliberating	on	my	choice	when	booking	at	there	were	7	options	for
each	 day	 -	 and	 no	 repeats!	 In	 the	 end	 I	 opted	 for	 Two-colour
Tunisian	crochet	on	a	double	ended	hook	with	my	fellow	London
branch	member,	Lindy	Zubairy,	and	then	Design	a	Gansey	with	Rita
Taylor.
	
I	 first	did	a	workshop	on	Tunisian	crochet	back	 in	April	at	 the	East
Anglia	Yarn	Festival	and	I'm	totally	hooked...	sorry.	That	said,	I	have
only	 done	 small	 pieces	 on	 a	 normal	 crochet	 hook,	 so	 I	 was	 really
intrigued	 to	 learn	 how	 it's	 done	 in	 the	 round	 and	 with	 two	 colours.
The	answer	is	that	 it's	a	bit	of	a	mash-up	of	brioche	and	crochet,	 in
the	sense	that	 there	 is	a	specific	sequence	of	sliding	and	turning	to
remember.	The	in-the-round	part	brings	in	some	similarity	to	helical
knitting,	 as	 you	 can	 actually	 do	 this	 without	 needing	 a	 long	 cable	 -
you	 just	 work	 part	 of	 the	 round	 in	 one	 colour	 and	 then	 go	 back	 to
where	you	left	the	other	colour	and	work	up	to	the	same	point,	pick
up	 the	 first	 colour	 again	 and	 so	 on.	 Definitely	 a	 light	 bulb	 moment,
and	 very	 handy	 because	 as	 I	 discovered	 when	 prepping	 for	 the
workshop	 that	 there	 is	 a	 massive	 gap	 in	 the	 market	 for	 Tunisian
crochet	 hooks.	 First	 of	 all,	 there	 is	 vastly	 less	 choice	 of	 hook
material/style	 compared	 to	 standard	 crochet	 hooks	 or	 knitting
needles,	and	although	there	are	interchangeable	sets	they	only	have
one	hook	per	size,	and	most	sets	only	include	a	handful	of	useful	sizes
and	 several	 that	 you'd	 probably	 rarely	 use.	 Individual
interchangeable	 KnitPro	 hooks	 average	 around	 £7-8	 per	 hook,	 so
getting	a	pair	of	the	same	size	is	not	particularly	cheap.	What's	going
on,	hook	manufacturers?!



On	 to	 Gansey	 Design.	 This	 was	 a	 lovely	 creative	 workshop	 for	 a
Sunday	 morning,	 and	 Rita	 very	 quietly	 and	 calmly	 got	 everyone
designing	 their	 ganseys	 before	 we	 even	 realised	 it.	 She	 provided
some	nuggets	of	Frangipani	5ply	yarn	for	us	to	swatch	with,	and	we
started	by	knitting	a	couple	of	inches	to	get	our	stitch	gauge.	Based
on	that,	we	applied	the	stitch	gauge	to	a	desired	chest	circumference
to	 work	 out	 how	 many	 stitches	 would	 be	 on	 our	 front	 and	 back.
Within	that	number,	we	then	picked	some	traditional	gansey	motifs,
drew	a	chart	and	started	swatching	it!	Designing	before	we	knew	it.	I
really	 enjoyed	 this	 and	 could	 definitely	 see	 myself	 developing	 my
swatch	into	a	gansey	pattern.	I	even	know	what	I'd	call	it	already,	but
I'll	keep	that	a	secret	for	now...

Moving	on	to	more	recently,	I	was	very	happy	that	Julie	of	Truro	Wool
decided	to	run	her	double-sided	mosaic	crochet	'Heart	of	the	Woods'
blanket	workshop	on	Zoom	for	an	afternoon,	as	an	alternative	to	her
in-person	series	for	those	of	us	who	are	not	so	local!	It	was	lovely	to
see	a	few	faces	online	that	I	recognised	from	the	retreat	she	ran	back
in	January	of	this	year.
Like	 Tunisian	 crochet,	 I	 have	 done	 some	 mosaic	 crochet	 workshops
and	 a	 cardigan	 before,	 but	 I	 particularly	 wanted	 to	 learn	 the
technique	of	working	 it	double-sided.	Working	with	two	colours	and
always	 with	 the	 right	 side	 facing,	 your	 motif	 builds	 up	 with	 one
colour	dominant	on	the	right	side	and	the	opposite	colour	dominant
on	 the	reverse.	The	disadvantage	 is	 that	you	have	 two	ends	of	yarn
per	row,	but	enter	the	envelope	border	solution!	A	bit	of	extra	work
at	 the	 end,	 especially	 with	 200+	 stitches	 on	 the	 blanket	 edges,	 but
very	satisfying	to	work	up	such	a	neat	result	without	having	to	do	any
weaving	in.	A	bonus	with	this	technique	was	I	learnt	about	standing
crochet	 stitches	 (as	 opposed	 to	 working	 a	 chain	 to	 get	 to	 the	 right
height	 of	 the	 stitch).	 Very	 useful!	 I	 didn't	 quite	 finish	 my	 envelope
border	but	I've	got	plenty	of	notes	for	when	I	come	to	do	it	again.
I	would	 highly	 recommend	any	 workshops	 of	 Julie's,	 she	 had	 a	very



clear	setup,	took	things	nice	and	slowly	and	checked	in	with	everyone
individually	 to	 make	 sure	 they	 were	 happy	 or	 if	 we	 wanted	 her	 to
repeat	 any	 part.	 I	 wasn't	 sure	 how	 a	 4-hour	 Zoom	 workshop	 would
feel	but	it	went	by	in	a	breeze!	Now	I	am	just	waiting	for	my	yarn	to
arrive	-	I	ended	up	trying	out	Hobbii	which	dispatched	quickly	but	it's
now	stuck	in	the	limbo	of	Royal	Mail's	Heathrow	distribution	centre...

Oh	and	if	you	wondered	what	to	do	with	all	these	workshop	swatches,
I	tie	them	to	a	string	which	is	hung	over	my	clock	above	my	desk!

Thanks	to	Kim	for
this	testimonial	of
our	recent	project
together!



Nicole	Hawkesford	-	a	certain	style
translator	-	proofreader	-	tech	editor
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