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Derbyshire	twice	in	a	month?
Yes,	I	was	back	on	the	road	up	to	Derbyshire	again	barely	a	month	after
our	holiday	to	 the	Southern	Peak	District,	 this	 time	heading	to	Alfreton
for	the	Knitting	&	Crochet	Guild	residential	convention.
I	 only	 joined	 the	 Guild	 about	 this	 time	 last	 year	 so	 it	 was	 too	 late	 for
convention,	 but	 I	 heard	 great	 things	 about	 it	 through	my	 local	 central
London	branch	group	&	signed	up	as	soon	as	this	year's	tickets	went	on
sale.	
It's	 actually	 really	 great	 value	 compared	 to	 other	 craft	 retreats	 I've
looked	 at,	 as	 the	 organisation	 of	 the	 event	 is	 all	 run	 by	 the	 volunteer
committee	members	and	the	speakers	and	workshop	tutors	donate	their
time	and	skills	as	well.	It's	a	packed	weekend	too,	with	talks	starting	on
the	 Friday	 evening,	 socialising	 and	 a	marketplace,	more	 talks	 and	 two
workshop	sessions	(with	3-4	different	workshops	each	day)	over	Saturday
and	Sunday	-	oh,	and	a	raffle!	There	were	lots	of	really	great	raffle	prizes
donated	 by	 sponsors	 and	members	 but	 sadly	 I	 didn't	win	 anything!	 All
meals	and	accommodation	are	included	in	the	price	as	well.	
	
The	 venue	 was	 set	 in	 the	 countryside	 with	 a	 farm	 next	 door,	 and	 two
lakes	 to	 walk	 around.	 The	 weather	 was	 unseasonably	 warm	 for	 early
September	so	it	was	nice	to	stroll	by	the	lakes	after	breakfast,	before	it
got	too	hot	and	there	was	still	some	dew	on	the	ground.	The	water	lilies
were	spectacular!	The	 larger	pond	was	also	well	stocked	with	koi	carp,
they	were	 huge!	 The	 ripples	 as	 they	 swam	 across	 the	 pond	 put	me	 in
mind	of	the	Jaws	theme...



The	workshops	I	took	were	on	tunisian	crochet	with	two	colours	and
in	the	round,	and	on	gansey	design	-	more	on	those	later!	
The	talks	were	all	fascinating	-	Emma	Vining	kicked	us	off	with	a	talk
on	 how	 she	 finds	 pattern	 inspiration	 everywhere	 she	 goes,	 Alison
Ellen	 discussed	 shaping	 knitwear,	 Amy	 Twigger-Holroyd	 explained
her	approach	 to	 sustainability	 and	 reclaiming	or	 reworking	unloved
garments,	and	Barbara	Smith	highlighted	some	collection	gems.
	
On	Saturday	evening	there	was	also	a	quick-fire	show	and	tell.	There
was	a	huge	range	of	items	that	people	chose	to	share	with	everyone,
but	the	one	that	I	found	most	fascinating	was	this	one	-	a	knitted	gilet
jaune!

If	you	hadn't	heard	of	it,	the	gilet	jaune	(or	yellow	vest)	movement	is
a	 French	 protest	 movement	 which	 originated	 in	 late	 2018.	 Mass
demonstrations	and	protests	are	very	common	in	French	culture	and
are	typically	very	organised	-	I	experienced	it	myself	during	my	year
studying	 abroad	 in	 2009,	 when	 the	 academic	 profession	 went	 on
strike.	The	university	buildings	were	barricaded,	 there	were	weekly

https://vimeo.com/865268441?share=copy


votes	 on	 whether	 or	 not	 to	 continue	 the	 strike,	 including	 rousing
philosophical	 speeches	 (on	 one	 memorable	 occasion	 one	 orator
brought	a	huge	lump	of	stone	into	the	amphitheatre,	brandished	it	in
the	air	before	throwing	it	to	the	floor	and	standing	on	it	for	the	rest
of	 his	 speech...	 I	 still	 don't	 quite	 remember	 what	 his	 point	 was
though...),	and	there	were	almost	weekly	trips	down	to	Paris	for	the
big	"manifs"	(manifestations,	or	march/rally).	
Anyway,	back	to	 the	gilet	 jaunes.	Their	protests	began	as	an	outcry
against	high	fuel	prices	and	then	more	broadly,	economic	inequality.
The	yellow	high-vis	vest	became	the	uniform	of	the	protest	movement
because	all	drivers	in	France	are	required	to	have	one	in	the	car	-	so
it	 was	 both	 relevant	 to	 the	 initial	 high	 fuel	 price	 touchstone	 and	 a
connecting	 thread	 to	 the	 concept	 of	 ubiquity,	 equality	 and	 an
association	with	working	class	jobs.
To	 some	 extent	 their	 demands	 were	 met	 and	 the	 protests	 quieted
down,	although	there	was	also	a	horrific	 injury	toll	 from	the	French
police's	heavy	handed	approach	-	and	then	the	Covid	lockdowns	kept
everyone	apart	anyway.	Since	2020,	the	gilet	jaune	has	been	co-opted
for	 protests	 against	 police	 brutality,	 against	 Covid-19	 vaccination
mandates	and	the	"health	pass",	and	anti-right	wing	protests	during
the	2022	presidential	election.	In	fact	although	it	originally	spanned
the	political	spectrum,	in	Canada	the	gilet	jaunes	are	definitively	far
right/alt	right,	and	concerns	about	a	predomination	of	anti-semitism
among	 remaining	 gilet	 jaunes	 in	 France	 has	 led	 to	 a	 gilet	 noir
movement,	 who	 campaign	 for	 undocumented	 immigrants,	 against
detention	 centres,	 and	 in	 general	 against	 racist	 and	 pro-fascist
elements.
The	pattern	for	this	gilet	jaune	is	available	at	www.libknit.com
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