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An entrelac adventure

Return of the Lac KAL

This month I finished an entrelac jumper I'd been working on as part of
the Return of the Lac KAL run by Milli at Tribe Yarns. I jumped on it
somewhat spontaneously, but I took an entrelac basics workshop earlier

this year and hadn't really done anything with it since. In the back of my
mind I knew that I would rather try making a garment with entrelac, so
this was just a perfect opportunity.

All the more so because Milli provided quite a basic recipe-style pattern
and very much encouraged everyone to make their own design and fit
choices, and helped with techniques to adjust for that. This was worked
bottom-up in the round to the armpits, then front and back separately. It
was going swimmingly for me to that point and then I ended up having to
do nearly everything twice!



As you can see above, Milli's version is quite loose and boxy, knit at

quite a loose gauge for the yarn used. I didn't want a hugely
oversized version and was also working within the limitation of the 2
skeins of Merino-Cashmere Ombré yarn I bought for the project - at
least for the body.

Based on my gauge swatch I calculated how many 'lacs' to make for
the body circumference and then decided on length as I went. I knit
the neckline as directed in the pattern, which has a shallow scoop at
the front but is almost the same front and back. Then the shoulders
are grafted with a three-needle bind off. My first try on, with the body
fully constructed, was where I hit the first problem. In that I couldn't
actually get it over my head! I really should have seen the neckline
was going to be way too small, but, well, I just wasn't paying
attention.

So, after tinking back my shoulder seams, I re-seamed with a
stretchier bind off (a combination of the three-needle and Jenny's
surprisingly stretchy bind offs) because I wanted to be able to stretch
the fabric more than the plain 3N was allowing for, and cast off more
stitches in the back neck - 30 instead of 10. There were already 10
stitches cast off in the front neck for that little scoop, and I missed
another two 1/2 triangles to make 30 to match the back neck. That
meant fudging and just casting off those live stitches separately and
folding the little flappy bits to the inside of the neckline. At this point
I also finished the neckline with an icord - Milli left hers just plain but
I wanted some kind of finish.

Now I could get it on, but.... the neckline still felt really high and
overall it just wasn't the fit I had imagined while working on the



project. At this point I had about 40g of the ombré yarn left so I split
that into two and ploughed ahead with a short sleeve, all the while
still doubting my decisions. I let the project sit for a couple of days
and then, at knit night at my LYS Knit with Attitude, I took the
project to see if I could find a coordinating yarn. If I could, I'd use
that for sleeves and then rip back the top of the jumper to create a
deeper neckline. And I did find a coordinating yarn, a super bright
green merino silk from Fyberspates. So much to the amusement of
my fellow knitters, I sat at knit night meticulously tinking back the
bind off, picking up stitches on the row I wanted to frog back to, and
frogging half my project!

I must say though, it was much more pleasant doing that in fun
company with a glass of wine and knowing that when I next picked
up the project at home, I'd be ready to start fixing it.

DOUBT

If there's something I've come to appreciate, it's that any doubts I
have about a garment are unlikely to go away, and if I don't accept
the short-term pain of undoing hours of work, the reality is I just
won't wear the garment, and all the time I spent would be wasted.

So, to fix the fit issues I:

Frogged the front back to the row of mostly light blue lacs just after
the armhole split

Worked another 2 full rows of lacs

Then worked the row for the bottom of the neckline, with 3 half lacs
to be bound off in the centre front

Worked an additional 2 full rows for either side of the front neck
before the shoulder row of half lacs.

This created a much more scooped front neckline (and a deeper
armhole, with an overall looser fit than the first version). Now the
back was much shorter than the front - I didn't mind the front being a
bit longer because it has to go over some more curves! But I did need
to bring them a bit closer together. However, I was also now going to
be playing yarn chicken with my ombré yarn - not terrible because I
didn't really want much if anything left over, but these rows are not
like stockinette where you can just stop at any point, and they are
best done in pairs of right-leaning and left-leaning. In the end I
managed to get 2 full rows on the back before having to do the
neckline row of half triangles, so the front is 2 lac rows longer than
the back. I cast off 3 half triangles / 30 stitches for the back neck as
before, and now used a random hot pink miniskein for some neckline
ribbing, as well as hem ribbing which finished it off.

The sleeves are entirely in the Fyberspates, with a icord bind off -
and I used absolutely all of it as well. In fact this teeny nugget of the
ombré is all I had left...
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Coming up...
e A visit to Burghley Garden of Surprises
e Knitting & Crochet Guild convention
Workshop write-ups
V&A Chanel exhibition
An exploration of tartan
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Nicole Hawkesford - a certain style
translator - proofreader - tech editor
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