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Crafting a Creature

We jump back in time a bit for the content of this newsletter. On the same day as the
V&A Storehouse opening, I also booked in to a members-only "Cocktail and Craft"

workshop. This was an after-hours workshop held in the newly opened Members Café at

South Kensington, provided by Christine Leech.

Although it was Friday so the museum stays open late into the evening, it turned out not
all of the galleries remain open - and access to the Café is through some of the closed
galleries. That meant being checked in by one member of staft on the ground floor and
passing through a barrier, before being double-checked by a second staff member on
reaching the glass gallery where the Café is. Then at the end of the evening we had to be

escorted back downstairs to the open area again!

Anyway, the workshop was to make an embroidered scarab beetle, drawing on the theme
of the current Young V&A exhibition, Making Egypt. The accompanying cocktail was
also themed and included flowers and gold leaf - but I confess I didn't take note of any

other information about it!


https://www.instagram.com/sewyeah/?hl=en

Each place setting was laid out with an instruction booklet, and a paper bag containing

felt pieces, gold thread, needle, and a packet of sequins and beads. About half the class
had used their coaster as a drinks coaster before being told it was intended to corral their
beads!

We had 2 hours for the workshop but as it was open to all comers, Christine had tried to
save some time by pre-marking the dark and light green felt with the head and wing
shape, by cutting out the light green underwing, and by applying the gold leaf and
stitching round the body for us. That definitely meant we could focus on the fun part of
embellishment, and it was 28°C so trying to apply gold leaf would probably have been
futile.

She did start the workshop by saying she would explain a step, then circulate the tables
to help anyone who needed it, then explain the next step, etc. - but despite having an
assistant that didn't really happen. Myself and one other at my table were both confident
and experienced so the instruction book was perfectly clear for us to just "crack on", but
the other person at my table was a complete beginner so she needed a bit more help,
which I was happy to give if the tutors were busy. I think everyone did finish their pieces
but I admit I fell into my usual habit and although I didn't rush, it only took me 1.5 of the

2 hours.



Step 1: Embellish the head with beads and sequins
Step 2: Embellish the upper wings with beads and/or thread

Step 3: Cut out head and upper wings

Step 4: Use gold thread to sew around edges attaching upper and lower wings, and
attach head to wings

Step 5: Stuff body (I particularly appreciated the tutor's suggestion to use all the felt and
thread offcuts, and the rest of the stuffing was chopped up bedsheets)

Step 6: Use gold thread to sew head to corresponding part of body, closing up the body.
Step 7: Attach small piece of gold bullion to head for antennae



And that's that! Currently my little scarab (as yet unnamed) is living among my
collection of objets d'art on top of my craft Kallax - I haven't decided whether to add a

brooch back to make it wearable. I already have a bunch of brooches I just don't wear...

It sounds like this is the kind of activity the V&A are considering more of, so I'll

definitely be keeping an eye out for any new events!
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