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V&A East Storehouse

 

Last Friday as my Beach Rills launch issue was landing in your inboxes, I was arriving

at the long-awaited opening of the V&A East Storehouse site, at the edge of the Olympic

Park. This site was originally slated to open last year but I think everything massively

overran - which when you realise the scale of the place becomes somewhat

understandable! In past years the BBC has done a "behind the scenes" series with the

V&A called Secrets of the Museum, and I'm really hoping they've done another series

showing some of the work that went on at this site.

 

Like all the V&A sites, this one is free to visit with no booking required - but it is quite a

different experience. They have a cafe in the entrance foyer, but no sign of a shop as yet

- a point of difference I found interesting because there are multiple shop areas at South

Kensington and the V&A has an extensive range of products. The building feels very

stripped back and industrial - the complete opposite end of the scale from the historic

South Ken site. The entrance foyer has a few displays with some stats to whet your

appetite: over 250,000 objects, 350,000 library books and 1,000 archives from the

V&A’s collections are now stored in this building.

 

No bags are allowed in the Collections Hall so before you leave the foyer, you have to

put everything in a locker. We definitely had the first day beta testing experience with

those - there were staff on hand to help, and step-by-step instructions on posters, but it

still took 3 of us several minutes to work out that in order to move the numbers on the

combination lock, you had to press a tiny button on the side of the dial! A crucial detail

that got missed from the instructions.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000f1xt


You enter the Collections Hall at 1st floor level (2nd floor for those of you across the

pond), onto a wide platform surrounded by storage racks. The glass floor section

provides a view down onto one of the large pieces of architecture now on display here;

the 17th Century Agra Colonnade. Walkways jut off from the central atrium allowing

you to walk into the storage stacks. Remarkably, very little is behind glass or otherwise

protected from reach - and the staff certainly can't have eyes everywhere. The V&A has

clearly taken a decision to operate on trust here, so let's hope that doesn't prove to be a

bad decision.

 

There are information boards, but they are mainly highlighting certain themes of the

collection or aspects of curation and conservation. They've set up QR codes which link

to a catalogue, with the idea being that you can input any item code that you see on the

racks, and it will pull up the information on that object. Unfortunately that didn't seem to



be quite up and running on opening day - at least when we tried it the fields didn't seem

to match up to the numbers we could enter, but hopefully that's something that will be

properly developed for future visits. I think they also plan to rotate what's on display, so

there will be new things to see for return visitors.

 

One important distinction is that Storehouse is truly a working space as well as a display

space. Visitors can view down into several studio and conservation workshop spaces,

and I believe events and courses will also be held in some of these spaces. There weren't

many people working on the day we visited, but I hope the teams also have alternative

spaces available if they don't want to work in a fishbowl!

 

It's clear that there is a lot more space not accessible to the public - the ground floor is

staff only, and beyond the central display racks you can see through to areas of painting

storage, rolled textiles and very modern concertina storage (pictured below). After all the

effort this location has taken I do hope they've got room to expand!



Probably one of the most unique features of this museum is "Order an Object". You can

browse the Collection in advance and essentially book a personal session with a curator

to view up to 5 objects up close. This wasn't available on the day we visited but it's

definitely something I will look at doing in the future - it's something that you'd

normally expect to only be available to academics and researchers.

 

Another big draw are the architecture pieces on display - pieces that it wasn't previously

possible to install and yet almost get lost in this space. One of them is a two-storey

section of a maisonette flat from the Robin Hood Gardens housing estate in Poplar,

which was demolished in 2017. You can see the frontage section hung on the right of the

atrium in the picture above, and the entrance to two flats is below left. You can look

through the windows at the 60s interiors, and the staircase is still in situ too.

 

On the right below is another example - the 1937 Kaufmann office, the only complete

Frank Lloyd Wright interior outside of the US. It exudes period character but I do hope

the lighting was better when someone actually worked in it!

So now, if you happen to be in London, there's another museum site you must add to

your list. And don't be put off thinking it's "way out east" - the Elizabeth Line comes into

Stratford station just 10 minutes' walk away, and Hackney Wick on the Mildmay line is

ever closer. And if you don't make it until next year, the V&A will have another museum

site - V&A East - open just across the park. Watching this space to see what the focus of

that site is going to be!

Knit With Attitude Campaign

My amazing LYS is trying to climb out of a financial hole -

Maya has received incredible support so far but if you can spare

a few pounds, every step further towards the goal will help save

Knit With Attitude in some form.

Go Fund Me

https://www.vam.ac.uk/info/order-an-object
https://www.gofundme.com/f/want-to-help-save-a-yarn-shop/cl/s?lang=en_GB&ts=1748444132&utm_campaign=fp_sharesheet&utm_content=amp13_t1-amp14_t2&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&attribution_id=sl%3A484081af-089f-4be2-a67f-3bb2d4d684eb&v=amp14_t2
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